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15, BACKING RAIDS
AGAINST NICARAGUA

But Officials Insist Their Scope doin

Is Limited and Not Aimed
at Toppling Sandinists

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Nov. 1 — The United
States is supporting small-scale clan-
destine military operations against
Nicaragua intended to harass but not to
overthrow the Nicaraguan Govern-
ment, senior Reagan Administration of-
ficials said today.
The officials denied a report in News-
week magarine that the Central Intelli-
covert

) dlctCubansupplynnsw

; tngxmlxtary mthemsurgtsinEl

gence Agency was trying

foeans to toppie the leftist Government
in Managua.

A senior pational security official in-
sisted that the scope of clandestine
operations was limited to ‘hit-and-run

raids into Nicaragua by small paramili-

unitsbnsedinﬂmdms skirmi-

support
for political opponents of the Sandinist * gourees to undertake a major paramili-

Government.

The official said that no Americans
were directly involved in the paramili-
tary operations, but acknowledged that
the C.I.A. was providing mopey and

Wlthln Limits of Plan

The official contended that the mili-
tary and finapcial aid fell within the
limits of lnmavmll pla:mfor covert
operations Central erica ap-
proved by President Reagan almost &

! advisers and after the United States

i

STAT

Dt o oderae socal 54 po
snppon orm erate political an

ons and leaders in Nicara-
gua aeeotdmgtoAdmxmsn'aumom-

“Wemnotwagingasea-etwar or
approaching that,” a senior
intelhgenceoﬂiaal said. “‘What we are
dmngxstwmztokeepMamguaoﬂba]-
to stop provid-

Adm!nistntion officials reacwd
1o assertions in Newsweek that

the covert operations were “‘out of con-
l"undthnmapansionoftheao
tivities had been “‘improvised” by the
American Ambassador in Honduras,
John D. Negroponte. . '
Cleared With Washington - |
Wuthech:eio!mimm,'
oversees the operations, but nothing is
dooe without clearing it in Washington
nm”amhndhgmceorﬁdalmd.
Some Administration officials have
advocated a more ambitious effort
against the Sandinist Government,
which seized power in 1879 after over-
throwing the Government of Gen. Anas-

But Mr. Reagan and other top offi-
pm:er. force m.bem thet.heynse X
use con-

sidered it y counterproductive
to overall American policy, and partly
because intelligence officials said that
the C.I.A. did not have adequate re-

tary operation.
The result, some Administration offi-
cials said, was a limited covert opera-
tion, designed to sting but pot incapaci-
tate the Sandinists.

According to pational security offi-
clals, theclandesttnemlhtarvacnvmw

by Argmﬂm, which bad organized

-Sandinist paramilitary forces in
Bmduras 18 months ago, before the
American involvement.

Initially, Argmtmad:dtaket.belead
ir supplying and directing the umits,
which number 2,000 to 4,000 mex, dis-
penedinaevemlcampsdongthenon-
duras-Nicaragus border, according to
American officials. But Argentine
assistance waned after disputes devel-
oped between American and Argentine

Britain in its war with
tina over the Falkland Islands, Admin-
istration ofﬁda.ls said.




